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TOTAL CORBION PLA bv

founded March 2017

August 8, 2017 3

World’s Largest Lactic Acid Producer

Headquarters: Amsterdam, 
Netherlands

Revenue: $970 MM

Employees: 1,700

Profit: $180 MM

Main Products: 

Food Ingredients,  Biochemicals

Bioplastics, Biomedical

World’s 4th Largest Oil Company

Headquarters: Courbevoie, France

Revenue: $150 B

Employees: 96,000

Profit: $6 B 

Main Products: 

Oil & Gas, Solar & BioEnergy

Commodity & Specialty Chemicals

a 50/50 JV committed to 

market development, production, sales and marketing of PLA



TOTAL CORBION PLA bv

founded March 2017
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World’s Largest Lactic Acid Producer 
supplying over 50% of the world’s 

merchant lactic acid

World leading extremophilic
fermentation technology

Leading purification technology for 
mono and di-acids

World's only producer of D-lactic acid

40 years of experience in making 
resorbable polymers for in body use –

PLA, Polyglycolic acid, 
Polycaprolactone etc

Commodity Polymer (PE, PP & PS) 
production expertise

Polymer processing expertise fully 
translatable to PLA

World beating polymer processing 
centers of excellence in Feluy, 

Belgium and La Porte TX

Premier polymer testing and 
characterization capabilities

Pilot lines for Injection molding, sheet 
for thermoforming, film (cast and 

blown, 5 layer and BO), melt blown, 
melt spinning and bico fibers and non-

wovens, foam, compounding and 
ISBM

Two parent companies with complementary strengths



Capacity 75 kTpa

Situation Under construction, next to the world’s 

largest lactic acid and lactide plants

Location Rayong, Thailand

Timeline Start of operations 2nd half 2018

Status Groundbreaking ceremony took place

9 November 2016, construction is ongoing

Building a world scale PLA plant
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Simply making bioplastics is not enough – you need to do it 

sustainably
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PLA carbon footprint & feedstock efficiency
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Carbon Footprint Emissions from production

of common polymers*

Carbohydrate Usage of Bioplastics

(kg sugar per kg plastic)

Sources: www.lca.plsaticseurope.org and Int. Journal Life Cycle Assessment, ‘LCA of the manufacture of lactide 
and PLA…’ 3 Aug 2010.

http://www.lca.plsaticseurope.org/


BONSUCRO Sugar – certified sustainable sugar
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Non-GMO
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• All GMO crops are banned in 

Thailand

• Greater biodiversity

• Reduces mono-culture

• No chance of cross 

contamination of genetic code



Bioplastics are no where near to competing with food and feed !

Land use for bioplastics 2014 and 2019

Reducing food waste in the supply chain by 1% will free up more land than would 

be needed to make bioplastics according to even the most optimistic estimates



www.total-corbion.com


